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no more than,— —“Be ye followers of me, € even as Ta am 
of Christ.” ._ 


T he FIRST en I shall ‘urge, to > enforce de 
duty of following the saints, is the excellence of their 
example. They all have the spirit of Christ, and walk 
in his steps. They are clothed with humility. The 
love of God is the governing affection of their hearts, 
and shows itself by uniform obedience. The law of 
God is the rule of their actions. | Regulated by this, 
they bear fruit to his praise. - Their religion does not 
consist in bare profession or ostentatious zeal, but i na. 
good li fea life of sincere piety | towards God, and 
benevolence to men. Such, in a measure, is the ife 
of all Christians. A Christian without the spirit € of 
Christ,- good DE is as palpable 
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are; their example would mislead and destroy. But, 


with all their lamented imperfections, they are the ex- 


. cellent of the earth. By the Spirit of God they arere- 
newed to holiness; 
ness, which divine grace has put upon them. 
duty to imitate them in every thing that is excellent and 
praiseworthy. “We should imitate the faith, by y hi 
they confide in the infallible truth of the word of God; 
by which, especially, they receive Christ, as she i is s offer- 
ed in the gospel. We should imitat 
by which they are brought to take their pes 
feet of Jesus, and to prefer others to themselves. V 
vitate their supreme love to God and their ac- 
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the spirit of the moral law. We should imitate their 
patience in affliction, their forgiveness of injuries, their. 
love of Zion, their zeal to do good, their spiritual mind- 
nd their babitual devotion. Whatsoever things 
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of whom we have any knowl- 
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ae Nay i in most instances, the difficulties they had 


to encounter were far greater, than those, whic 
at the present day. _ Their example then clearly ; shows 
that religion is attainable; that duty may be practised; 
that all the excellent. virtues, which their life displayed, 
may be displayed i in ours. Such is the example ofthe 
saints generally. They are lights in the world, and do | 
much towards ae the darkness. which over- 


But the goad infiuence of ver example is mel in 
creased when they live in our own times,— in our 
own country,—in our own circle; —and above all, if we 


| have a personal acquaintance with them. — When they 
are Placed s so near us, we attain clearer and more affecta 
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what he had done for the 
E ds and millions to glory. 
N Was 18 his favorite object; and its pr 
ty constituted much of his comfort in the conclud- 


“his life. For this Iwstrrurrow and all — 


connected with it, he offered up daily prayer. In this 
centered his warmest. affections. He connect d it with 
his most solemn devotions, his pures pleasures, his 
hope of the church s ey t was his eliberate 
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heerfu cl nea 
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and how. to die.—I I beseech you, dear { 
kindness to you and your children; 


must all certainly have with en x yt nen before. 
the. tribunal of Chri ist; ;—by al all these ea consider- 
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